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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 
L Claims 1-9, drawn to a user interface for mobile phone, classified in class 

455, subclass 575.1. 
II. Claims 10-14, drawn to packaging and distributing of an incomplete 

product, classified in class 53, subclass 53. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions Group One (claims 1-9) and Group Two (claims 10-14) are related as 
product and process of use. The inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both 
of the following can be shown: (1 ) the process for using the product as claimed can be 
practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product as claimed can be 
used in a materially different process of using that product. See MPEP § 806.05(h). In 
the instant case, the product (invention Group One) as claimed can be used in a 
materially different process such as a process of using a user interface of a mobile 
phone to interface with said mobile phone comprising applying pressure on said user 
interface. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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During a telephone conversation with Larry Brown on 03/07/2006 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group One, claims 1- 
9. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 10-14 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Serizawa et al. (US. 6,700,086 B2; hereinafter "Serizawa") 

Regarding claim 1, Serizawa teaches a user interface for initiating a feature in a 
mobile communications unit (see Serizawa, fig. 25, component 60), comprising: 

a flexible cover (see Serizawa, fig. 25, component 60a) having at least one 
contact surface, wherein a user engages said contact surface to initiate the feature in 
the mobile communications unit (see Serizawa, col. 21, lines 2-7), and having at least 
one extension extending away from said flexible cover (see Serizawa, fig. 25, 
components 33 and 37; col. 21 , lines 8-9); and 
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a flexible sheet (see Serizawa, fig. 25, components 60b-d), wherein said flexible 

cover and said flexible sheet are in a first position when undisturbed (see Serizawa, fig. 

s 

25, component 60; col. 21, lines 15-17, when component 60 is mounted) and a second 
position when being manipulated for incorporation into the mobile communications unit 
(see Serizawa, fig. 25, component 60; col. 21, lines 15-17, when component 60 is being 
mounted), wherein said flexible sheet (see Serizawa, fig. 25, component 60d) at least 
partially directs said flexible cover to return to said first position after said flexible cover 
and said flexible sheet are manipulated into said second position (see Serizawa, col. 21, 
lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 2, Serizawa also teaches the user interface according to claim 
1 , wherein said extensions extending away from said flexible cover detachably engage 
at least one slot mounted on the mobile communications unit when said flexible cover is 
in said first position (see Serizawa, col. 21, lines 21-23). 

Regarding claim 3, Serizawa also teaches the user interface according to claim 
1 , wherein said flexible sheet includes at least one extension extending away from said 
flexible sheet (see Serizawa, fig. 32, components 24 and 33), said extensions of said 
flexible sheet corresponding to said extensions of said flexible cover (see Serizawa, fig. 
32, component 324). 
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Regarding claim 4, Serizawa also teaches the user interface according to claim 
1 , wherein said flexible cover is constructed of a material selected from the group 
consisting of rubber and plastic (see Serizawa, col. 24, line 8 and col. 9, line 48). 

Regarding claim 5, Serizawa also teaches the user interface according to claim 
1, wherein said flexible sheet is constructed of metal (see Serizawa, fig. 32, component 
24 and col. 10, lines 69-40; the electricity conductivity of the printed circuit reads on the 
limitation of being constructed of metal). 

Regarding claim 6, Serizawa also teaches the user interface according to claim 
1 , further comprising at least one indicator, said indicator being disposed within and 
visible from said contact surface (see Serizawa, col. 21, lines 3-5 and col. 9, line 39). 

Regarding claim 9, Serizawa also teaches the user interface according to claim 
1 , wherein the flexible cover includes a designation associated with a customer (see 
Serizawa, col. 21 , lines 3-5 and 26-30; col. 9, line 39). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Serizawa as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Nickum (US. 7,003,279 B2) 

Regarding claim 7, Serizawa teaches the user interface according to claim 6. 

However, Serizawa is silent to teaching that wherein said indicator informs the 
user of a status of a network connection. 

But, Nickum teaches a user interface (see Nickum, col. 7, lines 6-8 and 45-46) 
wherein said indicator informs the user of a status of a network connection (see 
Nickum, col. 7, lines 61 -63). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to combine the teaching of Serizawa with the teaching 
of Nickum in order to provide a way to inform users of wireless services of a network 
condition (see Nickum, col. 1, lines 45-48). 

Regarding claim 8, Serizawa teaches the user interface according to claim 6. 

However, Serizawa is silent to teaching that wherein said indicator informs the 
user of the receipt of an incoming communications signal. 

But, Nickum teaches a user interface (see Nickum, col. 7, lines 6-8 and 45-46) 
wherein said indicator informs the user of the receipt of an incoming communications 
signal (see Nickum, col. 7, lines 61-63). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to combine the teaching of Serizawa with the teaching 
of Nickum in order to provide a way to inform users of wireless services of a network 
condition (see Nickum, col. 1 , lines 45-48). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen W. Huang whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7852. The examiner can normally be reached on 10am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay A. Maung can be reached on (571) 272-7882. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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